Arthroscopy of the rabbit temporomandibular joint.
Arthroscopy of the rabbit temporomandibular joint was evaluated experimentally on 22 rabbits. A small arthroscope with so-called "Selfoc"-system was employed. The reaction to arthroscopy was analyzed clinically. Macroscopic dissection and histology were then employed to detect possible pathological changes in the joints at periodic intervals. The established criteria for evaluation of postoperative reactions were erythema, suppuration, weight changes and chewing capacity. The results of this study indicate that the rabbit temporomandibular joint may be arthroscoped with subsequent minor reversible changes. It also seems feasible to assume that temporomandibular joint arthroscopy in humans runs a low risk for postoperative complications.